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Monument to memory of Stephen A. Douglas, at his birthplace, Brandon, Vermont. 
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Stephen A. Douglas Monument at Brandon, Vermont. 

By W. T. Norton. 

In the Journal of the Historical Society for October, 1912, 
appeared an engraving of the birthplace of Stephen A. 
Douglas, in Brandon, Vermont. Wishing to know if the 
house in which he was born is still standing, in its original 
condition, I wrote to a good friend of mine, Mrs. C. E. Garber, 
a resident of Brandon, for information, enclosing the sketch 
which appeared in the Journal for comparison. Her reply- 
is as follows: 

Brandon, Vermont. 

* * * The picture you sent of Stephen A. Douglas' birth- 
place is an exact likeness. The house is over-run, together 
with the roof, with woodbine. Almost in front of it, on 
Conant Square, is a lovely new monument, erected by a 
wealthy man who has a summer home here. The Douglas 
house has been preserved in every way, as far as possible, as 
it was in former years. I am enclosing an article written 
by Mrs. Fiske, a* cousin of Douglas, who is the teacher 
of a school near our home. She wrote it in 1908 for the 
"Vermonter." Very truly, 

Carolyn T. Garber. 

The article by Mrs. Fiske is appended: 

Stephen A. Douglas, Orator and Statesman. 
By His Cousin, Alice Fiske. 

Stephen Arnold Douglas, the "Little Giant," was born 
April 23, 1813, at Brandon, Vermont, the son of Stephen 
Arnold Douglas and Sarah Fiske, his wife. He received the 
greater part of his education in his native town, but com- 
pleted his studies at the Canandaigua Academy, New York. 
At this time he took a lively interest in politics, and at the 
age of 20, having- removed to Illinois, he astonished his hear- 
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ers with his speeches. Boy he looked and boy he was, almost 
diminutive in stature, but an enthusiastic supporter of the 
policy of President Jackson on the bank question ; and in an 
hour's speech at a mass meeting, so discomfited his oppon- 
ents that he swept his audience by storm, and they bore him 
on their shoulders out of the room and around the public 
square. He was the "Little Giant" from that day, and his 
speech became a Democratic tradition. He became an eminent 
statesman. His first great speech in Congress, in 1843, estab- 
lished his reputation as an orator. He defended the Missouri 
Compromise on the ground of abstract right. He supported 
President Polk in his war with Mexico and opposed the Wil- 
mot proviso in 1846. Elected to the Senate in 1847, he was 
no less distinguished. He was re-elected in 1852. In 1858 
he and Lincoln stumped the State together, Lincoln losing 
in the Legislature. Douglas was one of the four candidates 
for President in 1860, but was defeated by his rival, Abraham 
Lincoln. His bearing towards Lincoln was generous and 
manly. When Lincoln, rising to deliver his first inaugural, 
looked about for a place to bestow his hat, that he might 
adjust his glasses to read those noble paragraphs, Douglas 
came forward and took his hat from his hand. This graceful 
courtesy won him praise, and that was his attitude towards 
the new administration. He died in 1861, soon after the seces- 
sion of the Confederate States. His last words to his sons 
were: "Support the United States Constitution." And over 
there, released from the coarse clay which pinioned him, we 
compare him forever with the gentle and epic masters of the 
older lands. 




Douglas monument at Brandon, Vermont. Photograph taken on occasion of dedication 

of the monument, June 27, 1913. 
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Douglas Monument, Brandon, Vermont. 

The Vermont monument to Douglas was erected by Albert 
G. Farr, of Chicago, a native of Brandon. It was expected to 
unveil it on April 13, 1913, the centennial anniversary of 
Douglas ' birth, but circumstances prevented this until June 
27 of that year. The celebration of the anniversary was at- 
tended by a distinguished company. The town of Brandon 
appropriated $1,000 for the expenses of the commemoration. 
The monument was unveiled by Hon. Martin F. Douglas, a 
grandson of Stephen A. Douglas. The location of the monu- 
ment is on the green facing the cottage where the great 
statesman was born. A series of addresses by eminent ora- 
tors made the occasion notable. They were published in 
pamphlet form. I learn from this pamphlet sent me by Mrs. 
Garber that the father of Douglas was a physician. He died 
suddenly when the future statesman was two months old. 
The circumstances of the father's death came near being a 
double tragedy. He was sitting in the living room before 
an open fire, holding the infant in his arms. John Conant, a 
neighbor, came in and just as he opened the door the father 
died of apoplexy and the infant rolled into the fire. Conant 
sprang to the rescue and saved the child from a frightful 
death. 

On what a slender thread hung the destiny of the peerless 
leader whose memory we delight to honor. 



